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Atlanta Architects Bring Green Roofs Mainstream in Town Home Development

ATLANTA, Ga. (November 6, 2007) – Atlanta architecture and interiors firm Gerding Collaborative, LLC and builder Cottage Craft Homes have reached a milestone with the completion of framing of the first phase of Hawthorne Gate, a brownstone-style town home development in Smyrna, Ga. The design incorporates some of the best practices of sustainable development used in Gerding projects that are LEED( certified by the US Green Building Council, including the LEED Platinum Sweetwater Creek State Park Museum and Visitor Center.

The 28-unit Hawthorne Gate development is an infill project designed to reinforce the new-urbanist trends in the area, sparked by the nearby award-winning Smyrna Town Center. Although the project’s design and detailing recalls traditional styles, the roofs are anything but traditional. They have been designed as outdoor living and entertaining areas, incorporating combinations of decks and planted “green” roof areas. Besides creating an outdoor living area, this amenity provides environmental benefits by reducing urban heat island effects, reducing and slowing stormwater runoff and reducing energy usage.

“Although this isn't a LEED project, I think it still reflects the market trends,” said managing principal Dan Gerding. “Developers are realizing that implementing green features into their projects will generate more interest. Buyers are looking for designs that reduce utility costs and increase their feeling of doing good for the environment.”

Since 1993, Gerding Collaborative has provided creative design solutions resulting in projects of distinction. The Atlanta, Ga. based firm seeks ecologically sensitive solutions that promote responsible use of energy, land and water resources for commercial, institutional and residential clients. More than 70% of the firm’s technical staff is LEED accredited. For more information visit www.gerdingcollaborative.com.
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